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workpeople were thrown a good deal out of their
ordinary reckoning; and while, on the one
hand, there was a somewhat merciless pressing
forward of the new mechanical forces, there
was, on the part of the workpeople, an equally
merciless resistance to the natural expansion
of industrial invention.

Between the date of Wyatt's failure with the
spinning machine and Arkwright's successful
application of the idea, the distance between the
two inventions had been lessened materially by
the invention of the spinning jenny, which a
poor weaver, of Stand-hill, near Blackburn, had,
in a moment of inspiration, created. One day,
while Hargreaves was watching his wife at her
spinning, waiting for her to give him a fresh
supply of weft, her one-thread wheel was
thrown suddenly from a horizontal to an upright
position, and as both wheel and spindle con-
tinued to revolve, the idea occurred to Har-
greaves that it would be possible to erect
several spindles side by side, and spin a number
of threads at one operation. This gave him the
germ of the idea of his machine, which he shortly
afterwards worked out into a practical machine
of eight spindles, enabling him to produce eight
times as much yarn as before. Such was the
origin of the spinning jenny, so named after
his wife. He continued to work the machine
secretly in his own house for a time, but when
his neighbours discovered that he was spinning
an increased quantity of yarn they grew sus-
picious of him, attacked his house, and destroyed
the jenny. This caused him to remove to
Nottingham. In 1770 he took out a patent for